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EOA’s Position: The Executive Office on Aging (EOA) supports this measure. We do believe,
however, that the development and adoption of a sample POLST form by the Department of Health
is unnecessary.
Purpose and Justification: This bill is similar to HB2317, which is part of the Governor’s
package, that expands healthcare provider signatory authority to include advanced practice
registered nurses (APRN) and corrects inconsistencies over terms used to describe who may sign
for a Physician Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment (POLST) form on behalf of a patient.

This measure also reflects the recommendation of the State Plan on Alzheimer’s Disease and
Related Dementias (ADRD) to realize the goal of enhancing care quality and efficiency. We
believe that in order for Hawaii to achieve the vision of the best quality of life for those touched by

dementia, it is imperative to achieve the highest quality of culturally competent care possible and a
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state infrastructure sensitive to the needs of people with ADRD and their care partners. Consumers
and their families need to have all appropriate services and care to maximize quality of life,
delivered in a coordinated way from early and accurate diagnosis to the end of life. POSLT is a
holistic method of planning for end of life care and a specific set of medical orders that ensure that
patients’ wishes are honored. Therefore, expanding healthcare provider signatory authority to
include APRNs will assist with a timely completion of a POLST for persons with dementia. Thank

you for the opportunity to testify.
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The House Committee on Judiciary

To: Representative Karl Rhoads, Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Vice Chair

From: Art Gladstone
Chief Nurse Executive — Hawai'i Pacific Health
Chief Executive Officer — Straub Clinic & Hospital

Re: Testimony in Support
HB 2052, HD1 Relating to Provider Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment

My name is Art Gladstone, Chief Nurse Executive for Hawai‘i Pacific Health and Chief
Executive Officer for Straub Clinic & Hospital. Hawai'i Pacific Health is a not-for-profit
health care system, and the state’s largest health care provider and non-government
employer. It is committed to providing the highest quality medical care and service to
the people of Hawai'i and the Pacific Region through its four hospitals, more than 50
outpatient clinics and service sites, and over 1,600 affiliated physicians. Hawai‘i Pacific
Health’s hospitals are Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & Children, Pali Momi
Medical Center, Straub Clinic & Hospital and Wilcox Memorial Hospital. The system’s
leading strategic initiatives include women’s health, pediatric care, cardiovascular
services, cancer care, and bone and joint services. Hawai‘i Pacific Health ranks among
the top three percent of hospitals nationwide in the adoption of electronic health
records, with system-wide implementation that allows its hospitals and physicians to
offer integrated, coordinated care throughout the state.

Both Hawai'i Pacific Health and Straub Clinic & Hospital write in support of HB 2052,
HD1 which expands signatory authority to include advanced practice nurses (APRN).
POLST is a holistic method of planning for end-of-life care and a specific set of medical
orders that ensure patients' wishes are honored. The ability for APRNs to complete a
POLST directly with patients and family members will better enable our care model to
address the needs of our patients.

We ask for your help and support in passing HB 2052 from this committee. Thank you.
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Hawaii Association of Health Plans

February 25, 2014

The Honorable Karl Rhoads, Chair
The Honorable Sharon E. Har, Vice Chair

Committee on Judiciary
Re: HB 2052, HD 1 - Relating to Physician Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment
Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Har, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Rick Jackson and | am Chairperson of the Hawaii Association of Health Plans (“HAHP”) Public
Policy Committee. HAHP is a non-profit organization consisting of nine (9) member organizations:

AlohaCare MDX Hawai‘i

Hawaii Medical Assurance Association ‘Ohana Health Plan
HMSA University Health Alliance
Hawaii-Western Management Group, Inc. UnitedHealthcare

Kaiser Permanente

Our mission is to promote initiatives aimed at improving the overall health of Hawaii. We are also active
participants in the legislative process. Before providing any testimony at a Legislative hearing, all HAHP
member organizations must be in unanimous agreement of the statement or position.

HAHP appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony in support to HB 2052, HD1 which would
expand access to physician orders for life-sustaining treatment to advanced practice registered nurses.
We believe that this type of expansion will be highly beneficial to all the people of Hawai’i, especially to
those living in rural communities. HAHP also believes that this Bill will further encourage communication
between healthcare providers and patients to make more informed decisions, which is crucial to
positive health outcomes.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
Sincerely,

Rick Jackson

Chair, Public Policy Committee
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HAHP c/o Jennifer Diesman, HMSA, 818 Keeaumoku Street, Honolulu 96814
www.hahp.org
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